


Tourism Overview 

Why Tourism Matters (WTO) 
 
 

1. Over the past few decades Tourism has become one of the fastest growing 
economic sectors in the world. 
 

2. Today, the business of Tourism equals or even surpasses that of oil exports, food 
products, or automobiles. 
 

3. Tourism has become a major player in international commerce. 
 

4. Tourism is the main source of income for many countries. 
 

5. Each household would pay $1,093 MORE IN TAXES without the tax revenue 
generated by the travel and tourism industry (source U.S. Travel Association) 

 
*U.S. Travel Association – “Travel Means Jobs Report” www.ustravel.org 
 

 

 

http://www.ustravel.org/
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://watourismalliance.com/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=nI1BVOKXN_eCsQTTrYHICw&ved=0CB4Q9QEwBA&usg=AFQjCNHHEJJaGeOBl_ZKFS_W8wH3ddzhjg
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Main Objectives 

1) Develop and promote tourism events 

2) Support new and existing tourism amenities 
(attractions, lodging, restaurants, transportation) 

3) Attract and support visitors (Leisure Travel, Groups, 
Sports Events, and Business Travel)   
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Enhance Existing Tourism Assets 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Destination Development: (unique lodging, extend operational hours at museums, 
attract and/or develop sports and special events)  

Waterfront Opportunities: (Benedict, Port Tobacco, Mallows Bay)   

Port Tobacco Historic District: (Courthouse, Burch House, and Stagg Hall)  

Maxwell Hall / Rich Hill: (Open for Visitors / Program Development)  

Attractions: (Ensure that tourist attractions are “visitor-ready” with adequate 
interpretive signage, parking, and restroom facilities)   

 

  

http://www.lincolnwonk.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/MuddHouse.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Habre_de_Venture_Front_Sept_09.JPG
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Destination Assets 
Scenic Byways: Scenic byways steer motorists to state, local parks, and other public 
lands. They can provide economic opportunities as well as conserve scenic, historic, 
cultural, natural, recreational, and archaeological resources. Scenic byways also 
contribute components that are important to community identity.  

Four National Trails/One National Scenic Byway in Charles County: 

1. Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail 

2. Religious Freedom National Scenic Byway 

3. Civil War Trail (John Wilkes Booth Escape Trail)  

4. Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail 

5. Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail 

 

**Ghost Fleet at Mallows Bay - nomination submitted for NOAA National 
Marine Sanctuary program  

 

   
 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.stratfordhall.org/geocaching/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=cYhBVLjJH83LsAS2lYCoCA&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNF-BFuDyj9Msjfimn6UdCkjvmQd3w
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.parkrec.nd.gov/byways/sheyenne/sheyenne.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=pohBVNXJBoXfsATQ4IDABw&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNGagPyU0hCb83e_FmedJVlyDxQPiQ
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://cyclingnewengland.blogspot.com/2011/04/potomac-heritage-national-scenic-trail.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=F4lBVOnVBe-AsQTw6oKwAw&ved=0CCgQ9QEwCA&usg=AFQjCNHnum43-24lGt55IQIaKYTol8EDvQ
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.trailerlife.com/trailer-travel/destinations/a-road-trip-along-maryland%E2%80%99s-civil-war-trails/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=bolBVLjQLc7hsATs24LICA&ved=0CCAQ9QEwBQ&usg=AFQjCNGBu_HFOSujoyjFo7Ss8n6JoEN8Aw


Tourism-Related Economic Development 
Opportunities 

 
• Small Business Development (recreation outfitters, bike shops, kayak rentals, 

small tour operator companies) 

• Maryland Airport (visitor information)     

• Cobb Island (recreation outfitters) 

• Benedict Waterfront (dining, tours, recreation                                    outfitters) 

• Waldorf Urban Re-development (Civic Center) 
 

• Hughesville (Main Street Program, Farmers Market venue, unique shopping)  

• Indian Head Rail Trail / Popes Creek Rail Trail 
• Tour Development (150th Anniversary of Lincoln Assassination / Booth Escape) 
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 Tourism Works For Charles County 
• Tourism is a proven job generator: 3,199 jobs direct, indirect and 

induced 

• Tourism is a proven income generator: $187.8 Million in Tourism 
Industry Sales 

• Tourism generates tourism sales tax revenue: $6.9 Million Tourism 
Promotion Act Sales Tax Revenue 

• Tourism generates consumer tax revenue: $8.8 Million Direct 
Consumer Tax Impact 

• Tourism generates Admission & Amusement Taxes: $832,625 

• Tourism generates Room Taxes: $987,960 
• *Figures shown are from the FY 2013 Tourism Economic Satellite Account compiled by Tourism Economics:  The report is 

titled: The Economic Impact of Tourism in Maryland 2012  
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 Tourism Creates Economic  Development 
Opportunities  

We’re Here to Help You! 

 

 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://becuo.com/business-shaking-hands&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=uYxBVK7YJLSAsQSWooKIDA&ved=0CDgQ9QEwETgU&usg=AFQjCNFGY8dc7RwPycu2zw0PmotY5JQ6Xg



